
Beltsville Adventist School 
7/8 Summer Reading Packet 
 
It’s that time of year again when we say good-bye to school and hello to summer!  But we don’t want to 
see you lose any of your amazing reading skills so let’s also say hello to a few good books over these 
lazy, hazy summer days. 
 
Your reading assignment is to read a minimum of five books you’ve never read before over the course of 
the summer, spread out over June, July, and August.  We want to be sure you’re reading some each 
week and not devouring all your books at once.  Part of keeping your reading skills sharp is to read a bit 
every day from a book that interests you and is written to your level, really savor and enjoy as many 
books as you can.  Each book you read over and above the minimum will give you an increased chance 
at winning a back-to-school reading prize when we return in August.     
 
So here is what you need to do… 

 Complete the log below for each book you read.  Note: A parent signature is needed! 

 For the required five books, determine how you want to “earn” credit for them and complete 
the option you’ve selected—see attached descriptions of options.  FYI: You must select some 
type of project for at least one book and prepare to share it when we come back to school. 

 Attach all completed work other than posters or dioramas (please print pages or screen shots of 
any computer presentations) to this packet and bring to school in August. 

Book 1-Required 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
How do you want to “earn” credit for this book?  (Mark one option) 
   Sticky Notes          Response Starters         Complete a Project        AR Test when school resumes  

   

Book 2-Required 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
How do you want to “earn” credit for this book?  (Mark one option) 
   Sticky Notes          Response Starters         Complete a Project        AR Test when school resumes 

 

Book 3-Required 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
How do you want to “earn” credit for this book?  (Mark one option) 
  Sticky Notes          Response Starters         Complete a Project        AR Test when school resumes 



Book 4-Required 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
How do you want to “earn” credit for this book?  (Mark one option) 
   Sticky Notes          Response Starters         Complete a Project        AR Test when school resumes 
 

 

Book 5-Required 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
How do you want to “earn” credit for this book?  (Mark one option) 
   Sticky Notes          Response Starters         Complete a Project        AR Test when school resumes 
 

 
 
For Moms and Dads— 

I witnessed and/or otherwise verified that my child read their five required books over the dates listed above 
this summer.    

___________________________________________   
     (Parent/Guardian Signature & Date) 

 

Book 6-Extra 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 

 

 

Book 7-Extra 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 

 

 

Book 8-Extra 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 



Book 9-Extra 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
 

 

Book 10-Extra 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
 

 

Book 11-Extra 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
 

 

Book 12-Extra 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
 

 

Book 13-Extra 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
 

 

Book 14-Extra 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 
 

 

Book 15-Extra 
 
Start Date:_________    Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Pages:__________    Author:___________________________________________  End Date:_________    
 



Descriptions of Tasks to Complete to Earn Credit for Your Books… 
 
Sticky Notes 
Well, you know this drill pretty well!  As you read a novel or non-fiction narrative simply record 
observations and inferences about the characters, plot, author’s craft, etc.  Share your predictions, 
reactions, and connections.  Use a three part format for each sticky note that includes 1) a page number, 
2) a description of what happened in that part of text, and 3) your personal thoughts about that bit.  If 
reading an informational text you can opt to take notes using box and bullets or any other appropriate 
strategy.  You’ll want to have notes from the beginning, middle, and end of the text—enough to relay 
the gist of the book. 
 
Response Starters—Just for Novels or Non-Fiction Narratives   
For this option you’ll choose any two of the prompts below and type or neatly write a thoughtful 
paragraph response for each—you do not have to use the exact wording of the prompts, but the same 
idea.  Be sure to choose your prompts from different categories.  Also, if you choose this option for 
more than one text, be sure to select totally different response starters to stretch your brain. 
 

Title and 
Cover 

▪ _______ is a good title for this book because… 
▪ A better title for this book would be _______.  This would be better because… 
▪ The cover of this book includes _______.  In the book the images represent… 
 

Characters ▪ The main character, _______, possesses the following character trait: _______. 
Examples from the story that support this are... 
▪ I can relate to the character ______ because… 
▪ _______ is my favorite character because… while _______ is my least favorite 
character because… 
 

Plot and 
Predictions 

▪ A conflict in this story was _________.  It was resolved by… 
▪ When _______ happened, it caused _______ to happen. 
▪ When _______ happened, I predicted…  What actually happened was… 
 

Setting and 
Tone 

▪ This story takes place in/at ______.  This is important to the story because…  
Otherwise… 
▪ The tone of this book is ______ and ______.  The author shows this by… 
 

My Reaction ▪ I was confused about _______ because… 
▪ While reading this book I felt _______.  I think this was because… 
▪ This book made me think of _______.  This is interesting because… 
 

Author’s 
Craft 

▪ My favorite line from the book was ________ because… 
▪ The author surprised be when _______.  This was an unexpected twist because… 
▪ I found the following example of a simile/metaphor: ______.  I think the author used 
this because… 
 

Compare and 
Contrast 

▪ This story is very similar to _________ because… 
▪ The characters from this book  ________ and ________ are very similar because… 
▪ The characters from this book ________ and ________ are very different because… 
 

The End ▪ I thought the ending of this book was ________ because… 
▪ If I could change the ending of this book it would instead end with ________ because… 
 

 



Projects 
There are many different projects described below to choose from.  If you choose to do a project for 
more than one book, please pick a different type of project each time.  You will present at least one 
project when you return to school so make it amazing!  Work should be done neatly, with color, and be 
free of typos.  It should demonstrate care, thoughtfulness, effort, and attention to detail.  If you come 
up with your own project idea, run it by your teacher first and likely you’ll get approval.   
 

                      Projects for Novels and Narrative Non-Fiction 

Climb a 
Mountain 

Prepare a plot map of all the ups (rising action and climactic moments) and downs 
(falling action and resolutions/conclusions) your main character faces.  Remember to 
include basic information about the setting and characters in the introduction.  As 
you move on to the ups and downs you’ll want to include page numbers where each 
big event on the plot map can be found in the text.  You may use standard-size 
poster board to complete this plot map.  You may draw by hand or use the computer 
and print. Be sure to give your plot map a title.  Another option is to create a 
PowerPoint-like presentation sharing the same details of the plot. 

Who Wants to 
Be a Millionaire 

Imagine your main character and their arch enemy have each won a million dollars 
and show us what they’d spend that money on.  You’ll create a standard-size poster 
or a PowerPoint-like presentation with images of at least three different things the 
money would be spent on for the protagonist and three things the antagonist would 
purchase.  Base your ideas on what you know about your characters’ personalities 
and what they were striving for in the text and write a brief explanation of your 
reasoning (cite page references).   

Movie Trailer 
Mayhem 

Your book is being made into a movie and you’re producing the first movie trailer 
introducing the characters, setting, and giving some hints about the plot.  Film 
yourself or friends acting out parts of important scenes dressed in costume.  Or 
sketch out characters, scenes, relevant text, etc to include (take a photo of each to 
use in a slide show).  Or create a stop action film with Lego figures or Stickbots, etc.  
Somewhere include a favorite quote from the text in your trailer (cite page 
reference).  Consider Animoto (cloud-based video creation service) or search for 
similar programs on-line to help you turn your still images and video clips into a 
quick-playing slide show.  It will be easiest if this presentation can be played on a 
Windows laptop. 

Fashion 411 Your author may or may not have gone into detail describing the clothing and 
accessories your main character wears—either way it’s up to you to create a runway 
look for your character.  Think of what clothing would be worn in the time and place 
of your story and look for hints in the text, then sketch your character in three 
different outfits—1) one they’d wear in the beginning of the story as they are being 
introduced, 2) another they’d wear during the most climactic moment of the story, 
and finally 3) something they’d wear at the end of the text as the storyline wraps up.  
Briefly describe these outfits and explain how they suit your character and your 
character’s current situation while giving page references.  Stick with a basic 
wardrobe or add to your character’s clothing anything you think would make their 
life easier or their look more fabulous as long as it fits the setting of the story and as 
long as you explain the reason behind each adjustment or tweak.  You may draw by 
hand or use the computer and print outfits and adhere them to a standard-size 
poster board or you can create a PowerPoint-like presentation sharing the same 
wardrobe details. 

Dynamite 
Diorama 

Create a shoe box diorama depicting a big-deal scene from your story.  This diorama 
should include several details from the text about the characters present in the 



scene as well as details about the setting itself.  In an attached typed or written 
paragraph or two describe what is happening in the scene and why it was such a big 
deal to the overall story.  Include page references for specific details you included 
and, finally, explain why you were personally drawn to this scene.  It may be possible 
to do a PowerPoint-like presentation for this as long as you create a scene yourself 
layering image after image to create the same effect as a shoe box diorama.  In other 
words, you cannot use an already-prepared, completed scene image in your 
presentation (like an image from a movie made of your book, etc).     

 

                                   Projects for Informational Text 

Hi-tech: 
 
Time to Teach 
 

You’re the expert and it’s time for you to share your expertise!  Create a Power 
Point-like presentation sharing knowledge you acquired from reading your non-
fiction text.  If not using PowerPoint, another good option to try is Prezi, on-line 
presentation software, or search for other similar on-line options.  Your finished 
presentation should be a minimum of 5 slides and a maximum of no more than 8 
slides.  The first slide should introduce the book, the next three-five slides should be 
full of information, and the final slide should in some way engage the audience—ask 
questions, give prompts for a partner discussion, etc.  It will be easiest if this 
presentation can be played on a Windows laptop. 

Low-tech: 
 
“KA-POW”erful 
Poster 

Superman is really the only one on Earth that knows much about the planet Krypton 
and you are the only one on Earth that knows much about the non-fiction topic you 
read about.  Well, imagine that’s true anyway while you create a standard-size 
poster board that delivers a powerful punch.  Your poster should be in color with an 
attention-grabbing title and it must highlight and explain a minimum of three key 
findings you discovered about the topic of your text.  You’ll also add at least one 
vocabulary word from the text along with its definition and at least one relevant 
illustration.  You may draw by hand or use the computer and print images and text 
for your poster. 

 
Take an AR Test  
This may sound like an easy option to choose, but remember you’ll be reading some books in June and 
not be able to test on them until the middle of August—it may be difficult to hold on to all the details in 
the text over that period of time.  If you choose this option you’ll want to review your books as we get 
closer to the start of the school year.  You’ll need to complete the AR tests on your summer reading by 
the first full day of school.  These books will stay on your AR record but will not count towards your first 
quarter reading goal as you are earning credit for them as part of your summer reading grade. 


